Portrayal'of‘Women;s

Life in Dalit Literature
4 ; ~ Sunit Shelake (Translator)

- 'Dalit Sahityatil Sree Jeevan'
Dr. Bhaskarrao Shelake




~ 'Dalit Sahityatil Sree Jeevan'

by Dr Bhaskarrao Shelake

Portrayal of women's life in Dalit literature

Sunit Shelake (Translator )

Shabdashri Prakashan, Junnar



‘Dalit Sahityatil Sree Jeevan' [Dr Bhaskarrao Shelake]

Portrayal Women's Life in Dalit Literature [Sunit Shelke]

Publisher :  Smt. Taradevi Bhaskarrao Shelake
121, Shridurga, Barav, Tal-Junnar,
Dist-Pune, 410 502

Cover design :  Vinod Pare, Pune

Publishing number : 12

English edition : 17 (17 Augest 2016)

Printers :  Shree Raj printers
Shanivar Peth, Pune-30

Cost : 100/-

ISBN No. ' :  978-93-84-309-03-9



Dedicated to
Padmabhushan awarded,
great public leader
Hon. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil
for the further journey &
dedication in the social, educational

and political contribution



From the writer's desk

The book 'Dalit Sahityatil Sree Jeevan', a research book is
completed today. It is all set to serve the readers. This book would
surely prove to be convincing, it reflects the status of women in Dalit
literature and also in the society. In this modern era, the era of
globalization, women are still denied the fundamental rights. In fact
women are the sole creators and also mentors, they are survivors too! |
personally believe that women should get appropriate respect. A
woman is greater than country — god-religion. This book is based on
the ideology of gender equality. It is just like a mirror to the face of
society. I firmly believe that this book would surely help to better the
social conditions. Gaining social harmony is the only aim.

I have immense faith in the ideology proposed by the great
thinkers like Phule-Shahu-Ambedkar. I am devotee of the ideology of
these men thus my friends suggested me to write this book. To betrue, I
got motivated from my fellow companions. Their motivation was the
driving force that made me complete this book.

I am thankful to Adv. Sanjay Kale and his brigade who gave me
motivation and timely support. I am very thankful to Mr. Thorat
[Librarian] and his team who provided me all the required study
material. I am also thankful to my student and friend, Mr. Shashikant
Salve for his help and compassion.

My parents [Durgabai, Trimbakrao], my younger brother
Sayram his wife Meena, my wife Tarabai, son Dr Avinash, my
daughter Dr Trupti, my nephew Sunit gave me untimely support. It
was their motivation and support that helped me in accomplishing this
work. 1 would fail in my duties if I don't thank Vinod Pare who
designed the cover pages, Jyoti Shinde who did the challenging work
of proofreading and Raj Printers for their excellent printing. Last but
not the least I would like to thank my known and unknown well
wishers. I hope that the readers would appreciate this genuine work for
the rights of women. I wish that this book would help women to geta
global stand.

Dr Bhaskarrao Shelake
Principal,
Shree Shiv Chhatrapati College,Junnar, Pune



Preface

The adventurous journey of translating the book 'Dalit
Sahityatil Sree Jeevan' in English has been completed. It is all set to
propagate the ideologies of Chhatrapati Shivaji Raje, Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar and all the social reformers who dedicated their life for
empowerment of women. The thoughts of the great men have always
been motivating the society to develop respect for women.

The journey of this translation was quite new to me. I learned -
about the problems of oppressed women from the discussions I had
with my uncle. He made me aware of the miseries of life of women. In
spite of his busy schedule my uncle Dr Bhaskarrao Shelke dedicated
time for the betterment of Dalit literature. He hoped global attention
towards the miseries of Dalit women thus he wished to translate the
book in the global language 'English'. I soon acknowledged his wish
and started to work for the accomplishment of his wish. With his
support and the moral guidance of my family I completed the
translation. I am very happy that I could fulfill the wish of my uncle.
The only aim of this translation is to make available a global platform
for the problems of the Dalit women.

‘ The support of family was the driving force behind my
perseverance. Being optimistic I believe that this work of mine would
help the oppressed masses, especially the women, gain their rights.

Sunit Shelake



Foreword
Women's life from Dalit literature...

After 1960 many streams were created in Marathi literature.
Dalit literature, rural literature, tribal literature and national literature
are some of the important types of the literature. Among all this forms
and streams of literature the Dalit literature proved to be more
dedicated, renovated and updated. Dalit literature firstly worded the
facts of the human life and society. The patriotic movement of Dalit
literature aided the Dalits and downtrodden masses the platform and
ample of opportunities for expression of thoughts. For all the era of the
glorious history of Dalit literature, Gautam Buddha and Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar have been the ideals for the downtrodden masses. These
great idols accepted the doctrine of peace constituting of liberty,
humanity and equality for the formation of new system of society.
These great men strived hard for the social reformations. They
struggled a lot for the eradication of evils from the structure of society.
There aim was to bestow fundamental rights to the downtrodden
masses. The Dalit literature is result of the hard work and humanistic
ideology of the great thinkers.

The great men strived hard for eradication of darkness of the
human life by using the soft tool of enlightening named knowledge.
Along with the enrichment of the society the great men worked for the
conservation of the moral too. Truly the Dalit literature is an outcome
of the dedicated work of the great ideal men. In various sections such
as poetry, stories, novels and autobiographies Dalit literature has
enormous literal jewels. In Dalit literature the social conditions have
been depicted precisely but the life of women seems to be neglected. A
woman is someone's mother and sister of the other but she doesn't have
a distinct identity. Women are not treated humanity. Women are
described as the creatures and nurtures of the world; the description of
women is very insulting as it hides the real condition of the women.
Women are thought of and treated to be leisure items by the society.
Eliot rightly says that the importance and value of creator extinct after
the creation. The same way women are used by the social monsters and
later they shuffle the women in the evil traditions of the religion. In
short she fails prey to dominance of the patriarchal society. In Dalit



literature also women have got inferior treatment. A woman should be
recognized as a human, she should get the required prestige and
respect. In the Dalit literature the writers have portrayed the women
but many a time's women are shown lposing the battle of life. Dalit
women have always been crumbled. The first step towards the
empowerment of women was taken by Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.
Later the writers also denoted the life of women; struggle was started
for the empowerment of women. The pioneer of the movement for
empowerment of the women was Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar taught humanity to the Dalit writers. He
sowed the seeds of humanity. He devoted his entire life for the
betterment of the society and welfare of the downtrodden masses. He
tried to sow the seeds of men-women equality in the contemporary
society. He taught the people to respect women and denoted that
women are also humans! He denied all the discriminations based on
race, creed, community and gender. He advocated a system of society
where humanity was the only religion and equality was the only
tradition! He acknowledged the masses with the fact that women are
pillars of the society. With the aim of gender equality, Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar proposed the Hindu code bill for amendment before the
parliament but the bill was rejected because of the 'religion-blind'
people and also leaders!

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar initiated many reforms and he specifically
included women movement for the reformation of the society. Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar believed that women should also participate
actively in the movements of social reforms along with men. Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar made women aware of their rights and
capabilities. He propagated the agenda of women empowerment. He
strived hard to make women autonomous in thoughts. In all of the
satyagrahas of Dr Ambedkar women took an active part. Participation
of women in the Mahad Satyagraha of 1927, Kalaram Mandir
Satyagraha of 1930 was overwhelming. The women who participated
in the Satyagraha were imprisoned but all of the women kept firm
attitude because they were enlightened by the idealism of Dr
Ambedkar. Dr Babasaheb made the women autonomous; he made
them capable for rebel against the society for the procurement of the
rights. '

The work of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar really empowered the women.



His work was so great that women who were denied shelter got the
shelter of literature and entire literate society. But still some of the
writers continued to exile the status of women from the society which
was given to them by Dr Babasaheb's ideologies. In most of the
creations of Dalit literature the writers have just portrayed the
downtrodden women they haven't portrayed the heroic deeds of Dalit
women. Women are oppressed not only by the men of the upper classes
but also by the men of their own sect. In spite of all this it has to be
noted that Dalit women have proved to be more rebellious for their
rights in comparison to the rebels by the women of the upper classes.
For example the woman from the Baluta was extremely poor but she
was more confident and strong than other women from the middle
class. But at the same time it can be observed that the women followed
the religious trends because widowed mother and grandmother of
Dagdu didn't marry. The oppressed women also try to conserve the
trends of the Hindu religion. Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar proclaimed that
inter-caste marriages have the potential to eradicate the caste hatred. In
'Upara’ of Laxman Mane it can observed that the society neglects the
feelings of women. Women are sold and sought just like animals in the
market. From 'Upara' it can be judged how beauty is a curse for a
woman.



Sr No Chapter Page No
1 Indian society and women's life =~ -------ceeeeene- 01
2 Portrayal of life of women in stories

of Dalit literature --14
3 The life of women projected from the

poems of the Dalit literature. ~ =-==----emeememm—- 24
4 Portrayal of the women's life in the

novels of Dalit literature 36
5 The women's life highlighted from

the Dramas of the Dalit literature =~ -------------- 52
6 The status of women in Autobiographies = ----- 67




